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Preservation Essentials—Sara Holmes, Assistant Editor, NARA
A Brief Guide to Finding Preservation Training Opportunities
By Sara Holmes, National Archives at St. Louis
Looking for training for yourself or your staff in preser-
vation? On-site workshops, webinars, and on-demand 
learning can help improve staff knowledge of preservation 
theory and practice. Some are even free and accessible 
online at any time!
Learning the Basics
The Northeast Document Conservation Center 
(NEDCC) offers Preservation 101: Preservation Basics for 
Paper and Media Collections online, providing a strong 
introductory overview of care and handling, environmental 
monitoring, reformatting, and conservation practices. The 
course has been recently updated to include audiovisual 
collections, digital preservation, copyright, and emergency 
management. It is available in two formats: a free online self-
guided course, or a paid, instructor-led course with 10 live 
webinars. The next instructor-led course begins May 2016. 
See www.nedcc.org/preservation101 for more information.
Explore Environmental Management
The Image Permanence Institute (IPI) has a series of 
webinars for 2015 focusing on sustainable preservation 
energy management. This series is designed to help cultural 
institutions work with building facility staff and adminis-
tration to achieve an optimal preservation environment. 
Not only are the webinars free, but many institutions that 
have implemented IPI’s recommendations have not only 
improved collection storage, but they’ve lowered energy 
costs—and saved money! Visit www.ipisustainability.org 
to register for this year’s remaining webinars, and be sure to 
check out the recorded webinars for this year and previous 
years to explore all three webinar series. 
Get Hands On!
We’re lucky in the Midwest to have the Campbell Center 
for Historic Preservation Studies in our midst. Located 
in Mt. Carroll, Illinois, not far from the Mississippi River, 
the Campbell Center offers classes in collections care, 
conservation, administration, and development. Most 
classes are held at the old Shimer College campus in Mt. 
Carroll. While tuition may be higher than other training 
opportunities, classes held on campus include lodging and 
two meals a day (breakfast and lunch). Scholarships are 
available to help eligible students to enjoy this adult version 
of a summer camp.
Some of the highlights for archivists include a Care of 
Paper Artifacts course, which allows students to explore 
basic treatments such as surface cleaning, mending, and 
humidification. Other courses focus on book repair for 
special collections, photographs, and disaster recovery. 
Archivists can also find classes on exhibit planning and 
fabrication, as well as working with three-dimensional 
objects. Interested in earning your Collections Care 
Certificate? Take a look at www.campbellcenter.org.
Although the Midwest Art Conservation Center 
(MACC) focuses on artwork, Midwest archivists will find 
that many of the workshops offered fit their needs well. 
Most workshops are hosted in Minneapolis, but MACC 
fields inquiries from institutions interested in hosting 
its workshops. Current upcoming programs include 
understanding grant opportunities for preservation and 
conservation projects, preventing and responding to mold, 
digital preservation for video, and disaster planning. Learn 
more at www.preserveart.org/workshops.
For other hands-on opportunities, don’t be shy about reach-
ing out to an institution. Both the Ford Conservation 
Center in Omaha, Nebraska, and the Intermuseum Con-
servation Association based in Cleveland, Ohio, have giv-
en workshops to cultural resource institution staff and may 
be able to work with you as well. See www.nebraskahistory 
.org/fordcenter and www.ica-artconservation.org.
Learn from Work or Home
A number of organizations offer preservation training 
in live webinars. Membership in the organization may 
allow for a discount in the cost, but it is not necessary to 
register. There are so many options and training calendars, 
you may appreciate being able to bookmark the Regional 
Alliance for Preservation’s calendar, which includes events 
from webinars and live events from NEDCC, Lyrasis, and 
the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts 
(CCAHA). See www.rap-arcc.org/educational_oppor-
tunities for the full upcoming calendar.
Amigos Library Services, Inc., serves institutions in 
the Southwest, primarily in Arizona, Arkansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. It offers both live training 
and webinars on grant writing, disaster response, digital 
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preservation and imaging, organizing exhibits, and storage 
methods. See the full list at www.amigos.org.
Lyrasis is the largest regional nonprofit association serving 
libraries. It offers a wide range of preservation training 
that archivists can benefit from. Topics include managing 
oversize materials, preservation metadata, project manage-
ment for digitization, collection security, and much more. 
Check out the full list at www.lyrasis.org.
As the oldest independent conservation lab in the country, 
NEDCC’s program has long extended beyond its local re-
gion. In-person workshops are held throughout the coun-
try, but a full list of webinars allows you to train anywhere. 
A complete range of topics in preservation management, 
collection care, digitization, and emergency preparation 
can be found online on the NEDCC website at www 
.nedcc.org/preservation-training.
Ready for a Little Conservation Science?
While most training opportunities from the American 
Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic 
Works (AIC) are geared toward professional conservators, 
a number of online Conservation Science Tutorials are 
also suitable for students preparing to enter conserva-
tion programs and even for archivists just interested in 
understanding some of the chemistry behind conservation 
treatments. Topics include adhesion, relative humidity, 
color, and many more. Ready to brush up on your redox 
reactions? Go take a look at www.conservation-us.org/
education.
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